
Launch of AJEE SI: indigenous philosophy in environmental education 
Anne Poelina, Sandra Wooltorton, Mindy Blaise and Laurie Guimond on behalf of the editorial group, 

with research teams represented by Bobbie Chew Bigby, Lewis Williams, Sandie Suchet-Pearson, 

Peter Reason, Andreas Weber, Bronwyn Sutton, Peta White, John Bosco Acharibasam, Dominic Lele, 

Vahri McKenzie and others. 

__________________________ 

It is a pleasure to launch the Special Issue (SI) of the Australian Journal of Environmental Education, 

to celebrate Indigenous philosophy in environmental education. For the editorial group, this has 

been an important journey of learning and celebration as we have read and supported the works of 

committed researchers from around the world. Indigenous Philosophy in environmental education is 

the oldest education, being tens of thousands of years of continuity (slowed only in the last few 

centuries). Working towards its proliferation is one of the most important education tasks of our 

day. 

In this mostly online presentation, the editors will overview the special issue, introduce Indigenous 

philosophy as a field of research, and bring together its contribution to environmental education, 

learning and beyond. Then, authors featured in the SI will present their research and implications for 

environmental education. The presentation will conclude with a panel for questions from the floor.  

There are interesting commonalities across the research reports, for example there is significant 

reference to re-indigenization; an Indigenous-led movement of reconnecting the people of the 

planet with the planet in their local areas. There is love of place, respect for Elders, Indigenous 

leadership and authority, decolonisation, transformative learning, enmeshment with living places, 

learning to hear and feel communication with the more than human world, engaging with 

Indigenous narratives and ways of storying, and more. Several of the articles relate to continuous 

connection with now-damaged places, celebrating Indigenous connection of many types. We look 

forward to seeing you at the conference, online or in person. 

Biographies: 

Anne Poelina is a Nyikina Warrwa woman from the Kimberley region of Western Australia.  She is 

Professor, Senior Research Fellow and Co-Chair Indigenous Studies at Nulungu Research Institute, 

the University of Notre Dame Australia, and Adjunct Professor and Research Fellow Northern 

Institute Charles Darwin University Darwin NT. Anne is also Visiting Research Fellow ANU Water 

Justice Hub. She is Chair of the Martuwarra Fitzroy River Council. See website: 

www.annepoelina.com 

Sandra Wooltorton is a multi-generational Australian of Anglo-Celtic heritage, born and raised in 

Noongar Country, southwest Western Australia and living much of her life in the Kimberley. She is a 

Professor and Senior Research Fellow at Nulungu Research Institute, at the University of Notre Dame 

Australia.  https://www.notredame.edu.au/research/nulungu/staff/sandra-wooltorton  

Laurie Guimond is a professor in the geography department at Université du Québec à Montréal 

(Québec, Canada) and an adjunct research fellow in the Nulungu Research Institute at the University 

of Notre Dame Australia. Her research, learnings and teachings revolve around the living milieux of 

northern Québec, contemporary northern and rural mobilities and migrations, indigenous – non-

indigenous geographies of everyday life of the North, and Indigenous awareness training. For more 

information: https://professeurs.uqam.ca/professeur/guimond.laurie/ 
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Mindy Blaise is a Vice Chancellor’s Research Fellow and Co-director of the Centre for People, Place 

and Planet at Edith Cowan University, Western Australia. She is the co-founder of several feminist 

research collectives, including #FEAS, Feminist Educators Against Sexism, and The Common Worlds 

Research Collective.  Her feminist and anti-colonial inquiries set out to make new knowledge 

pathways with children, place, and more-than-human others.    
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