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Abstract
Education for sustainability develops the knowledge, skills, values and world views necessary for people to
act in ways that contribute to more sustainable patterns of living. Sustainability education is futures-oriented,
focusing on protecting environments and creating a more ecologically and socially just world through
informed action.
(ACARA, 2018)

In the Australian curriculum the Cross Curricula priority of Sustainability seeks to help students to develop
the knowledge, skills and world views to act to protect their world. To be able to do this, students must be
supported by educators who have a strong sense of environmental responsibility and have the knowledge,
attitudes and beliefs that will support this position. This research examines the knowledge, attitude and
beliefs of over 500 1st year pre-service teachers. It postulates that if beginning teachers have a strong
understanding of the environment, and are prepared to act, they will support students to develop beliefs
and attitudes that will protect the environment and support the future. It was determined that whilst preservice teachers displayed strong supportive beliefs around environmental issues, they lacked the
background knowledge and were unwilling to practice sustainable behaviours. Previous research as ecobarometers around school students’ environmental literacy across the world was collected in the 2018 PISA
results (OECD, 2020). Within Australia, however, little has been done to consider the ‘eco-barometer’ of
University students training to be classroom teachers.
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