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Teaching empathy not facts to save Australia’s wildlife. 
Dean Huxley, WA Wildlife 

Abstract 

Australia has the highest rate of species extinction in the world - now more than ever, wildlife 

conservation needs to be flagged as a priority in Australian education. But the education model we 

have used for decades is not working. 

For decades, wildlife conservation has been seen as something that can only be achieved through 

science and research. And whilst science and research is important in our fight to preserving our 

precious flora and fauna, the strategies are not working. We are losing species at an alarming rate 

and the tried-and-true educational models we teach our children are falling short. 

World renewed environmental lawyer and advocate, Gus Speth, is now sharing a similar message: 

“I used to think the top environmental problems were biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse and 

climate change. I thought that with 30 years of good science we could address those problems. But 

I was wrong. The top environmental problems are selfishness, greed and apathy...and to deal with 

those we need a spiritual and cultural transformation – and we scientists don’t know how to do 

that.” 

WA Wildlife has a new way of teaching students how to conserve our beautiful wildlife – and 

science has nothing to do with it! 
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Dean is a proud animal rights advocate and promotes a waste free, cruelty free lifestyle.  
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