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Abstract 

Both drama and landscape design are creative, practical, expressive and immersive disciplines.  This 

makes them potentially useful when searching for methods of environmental learning that 

holistically engage young people in sustainable development that is socially just and equitable for 

all living things.   

This presentation firstly explores a method of performance-based learning with children that had 

an environmental and design focus.  Secondly, it translates data obtained from focus groups with 

the child-performers, plus a related school project, to propose these participants’ vision of 

‘Auckland of the Future’. This, and data collected through interviews with the children’s parents 

(also participants during the performances), was then applied to a design project to revitalise a run-

down suburban park (concept plan only).  It was managed by a Masters student doing ‘research by 

design’. The aim of the design was to encourage greater outdoor and environmental interaction in 

Auckland’s rapidly densifying inner-city suburbs.   

The presentation will critique the outcomes of the drama experience and the resulting design in 

terms of potential value within environmental learning pedagogy.  It will also briefly consider how 

resilient the design is (being based on the children’s ideas and learning through their experience) in 

light of Covid-19 events in 2020, which has seen a drastic change in definitions of safe public 

spaces, especially for children.   
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