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Abstract 

This presentation explores the benefits and challenges of adopting strengths-based community 

development approaches to waste education with CaLD (culturally and linguistically diverse) 

communities. “WasteSorted – Talking My Language” is a multilingual learning resource developed 

to assist waste sorting behaviours and language development for CaLD communities. This resource 

was activated through partnerships with community leaders, to overcome the difficulties 

experienced by CaLD demographics in understanding waste services information due to language 

and literacy barriers.  

Capacity building workshops and learning kits in the language of choice were provided, with 

guidance on how to deliver a learning session, to all community leaders involved. This model of 

activation built positive community engagement, and reinforced the importance of connection to 

community through the everyday experience of sorting your household waste.  

Learning kits were also distributed to local school environments to support the Western Australian 

Curriculum’s sustainability cross-curriculum priority in Languages syllabus. In this setting the 

shared, everyday experience of sorting your household waste becomes a cross cultural 

development tool to build stronger communities, while making waste education information more 

universally accessible. 
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